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tory sermon was preached by Eld. Lemuel Potter, from Luke 2—11. 


MINUTES. 


— a UM ee 


WEDNESDAY, August 27th, 1885. 
TEN O'CLOCK A. M.—Association met pursuant to adjournment. 


The introduc- 


The letters 


from the several churches called for by Moderator, read, and messengers’ names 
enrolled and statistics noted as follows: 


es 


Churches and 


Messengers. ° 


WAYNE, Knox Co. 
Eld. G. W. Tulloss, 
AxsCaton: 

R. Metler. 


HARMONY, Morrow 
Co. 

D.M.L. Singrey, 

E. Greene, 

I. N. Lewis. 


MARLBOROUGH, 
Delaware Co. 
Eld. L.B.Sherwood, 
J. H. Sherwood, 

E. Cole. 


Mt. PIsGAH, Mor- 
row Co. 

Eld. D. Jenkins, 

R. H.. Taylor, 

I. Bennett. 


ALUM CREEK, Dela- 
ware Co. 


Eld.A.S.Shoemak’r 
Bld. bo Chomas: 
L. D. Sherwood. 


Ministers and Time 
of 
Holding Meetings. 


Eld. G. W. Tulloss, 
Fourth Sabbath. 


Eld. L.B.Sherwood, 
First Sabbath. 


Eld. L.B.Sherwood, 
Third Sabbath. 


ld. Jno. Pritchard, 
Third Sabbath. 


Elds. L. E. Thomas, 
A. S. Shoemaker, 
Second Sabbath. 


WESTFIELD, Mor- |Elds.L.B.Sherwood 


row Co. 
Eld. P. Powell, 
P. Wilson, 
Eld. L.B.Sherwood, 


and P. Powell, 
Fourth Sabbath. 


HARTFORD, Dela-|Eld. L. B. Hanover, 


ware Co. 
G. Clark, 
J. Harris, 
L. Right. 


Second Sabbath. 


REFUGE, Delaware|Eld. L. B. Hanover, 


Co. 
Eld. L. B. Hanover. 


MONROE, Licklng 
Co. 


Third Sabbath. 


Eld. L. B. Hanover, 
Fourth Sabbath. 


SALEM, Morrow Co.|Eld. D. T. Poynter, 


D. Buckingham, 
D. Wirick, . 
C. Hellinger. 


Fourth Sabbath. 
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| Benediction by Eld. Thomas Swartout. 
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ONE O'CLOCK Pp. M.—Association met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Elder 
D. Jenkins. . 


1. Messengers’ names called. 


2. Organized for present session by choosing Eld. A. S. Shoemaker Moderator, 
and J. M. Struble, Clerk. | 
/ 
) 


3. Visiting brethren invited to seats in council. Moderator appointed Elds. Z. K. 
Holliday and W. H. Hickman to preach on stand this p.m. 


4. Rules of decorum were read. 


5. Committees were appointed as follows: On preaching, the messengers of 
Harmony church, and Bros. A. Caton, J. Sherwood, L. Sherwood, P. Wilson, J. Har- 
ris, D. Wirick, Elders Shoemaker and D. Jenkins; visitation meetings and minister 
preaching and text, Brother E. Cole; on finance, Brothers M. Bonar. L. D. Sher- 
wood and J. H. Sherwood. 


6. Churches wishing to unite with this Association called for. 

7. Correspondence from. sister associations called for and presented as follows: 
Scioto—Eld. D. T. Poynter. 

Sandusky—Eld. Thomas Swartout. 

Miami—By minutes. 


Muskingum—Eld. J. Bolin. 


8. Associations wishing to unite with this Association called for. 
g.. Corresponding messengers were appointed as follows: 
Scioto—Elder L. B. Hanover and Bro J. M Struble. 
Sandusky—Elder G. W. Tulloss and Bro. L. Harrod. 
Miami—Elder A. $. Shoemaker. 

Muskingum—Elder L. B. Sherwood. 


Circular letter written by Elder L. E. Thomas, and corresponding letter by Elder 
L B Hanover, were received and ordered to be printed with the minutes. 


Benediction by Elder Thomas Swartout, 


J. M. STRUBLE, Clerk. Eip A S SHOEMAKER, Moderator. 


——+D))tex] SS prea] S--— | | 


g O'CLOCK A M.-——Association met pursuant to adjournment. 
Elder D. T. Poynter. 


Messengers’ names called. 


AUGUST 27th, 1885. | 


Praise and prayer by 


Brother J. H Sherwood was appointed to write the circular, and Bro L Herrod 


he corresponding letter, 


Committeee on preaching report as follows: 


Thursday a. m., Eld. Thos. Swartout, Heb. 12, 1-2; Eld. J. Bolin, Matt. 6, 9-10-12. 


Saturday p. m., Eld. L. E. Thomas, Eph. 2, 8. 


Friday a. m., Z. K. Holliday, 2 Peter 10, 11; Eld.. D. T. Poynter, 1 Cor. 1, 30-31. 


Friday p. m., Eld. L. Potter, Romans 11, 26. 


Brothers J. M. Struble and R. H. Taylor were appointed to superintend printing 


and distribution ofthe minutes. 


Upon motion the Association decided to meet with the Wayne church, Knox Co., 
Ohio, on Wednesday after the fourth Lord’s day in August, 1886, at to o’clock a. m 
Station—Fredericktown, on the B. & O. R. R. 


Adjourned to meet at time and place above mentioned. 


Committee on finance report funds received and distributed as follows: 


For Minutes, 


Correspondonce, Scioto, 


J. M. STRUBLE, Clerk. 
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Eld 


$13 25 
6 20 
6 60 
10 60 


6 60 


aa 


$43 25 


. A. S. SHOEMAKER, 


Moderator. 


1 


_ Ministers of the Association and Their Addresses. 
Elder L. B. Sherwood, Ashley, Delaware county, Ohio. 
David Jinkins, Sparta, Morrow county, Ohio. 
Peter Powell, Fulton, Morrow county, Ohio. 
1.. B, Hanover, Center Village, Delaware county, Ohio. 
A. S. Shoemaker, Ashley, Delaware county, Ohio. 
L. E. Thomas, Ashley, Delaware county, Ohio, 
G. W. Tulloss, Fredericktown, Knox county, Ohio. 

LICENTIATES. 
J. M. Struble, Chesterville, Morrow county, Ohio. 


Lewis Herod, Marengo, Morrow county, Ohio. 
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Clerks of Associate Churches and Their Addresses. 


Wayne—Matthew Bonar, Fredericktown, Knox county, Ohio. 
Harmony—Barton Lewis, Woodview, Morrow county, Ohio. 
Marlborough—Joseph Main, Delaware, Delaware county, Ohio. 
Mt. Pisgah—R. H. Taylor, Sparta, Morrow county, Ohio. 

~ Alum Creek—Wm. Ashbrook, Ashley, Delaware county, Ohio. 
Westfield—B. W. Williams, Cardington, Morrow county, Ohio. 
Hartford—Wm. Perfect, Condit, Delaware county, Ohio. 
Refuge—J. C. Hanover, Center Village, Delaware county, Ohio. 
_Monroe—Julia A. Gates, Johnstown, Licking county, Ohio. 


Salem—David Buckingham, Lexington, Richland county, Ohio. 
——+0) pra] [> PrexlS-— 


P. O. Address. of Visiting Ministers Present at Association. 


Elder D. T. Poynter, box 130, Newark, Ohio. 
Thomas Swartout, Kelley’s Corners, Mich. 
Z. K, Holliday, New Salem, Ohio. 
L. Potter, Cynthiana, Indiana. 
W.H. Hickman, box 4o1, New Lexington, Ohio. 
John Bolin, Newark, Ohio. 
Jno. Pritchard, St. Louisville, Ohio. 


Licentiate, Brother L. Ruffner, Millersport, Ohio. 
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VISITATION: MEETINGS: 


Wayne-—Fourth Lord’s day in October, and day before, at 11 o’clock a. m., Elds. 
S. H. Benjamin and L. E. Thomas to attend. 


Harmony—Third Lord’s day in October, and day before, at 10 o'clock a. m., Eld. 
G. W. Tulloss and Bro. J. M. Struble to attend. Also, first Lord’s day in May, be- 
ginning on Friday before at 2 o’clock p. m., Elders Thomas Swartout and L. B. 
Sherwood to attend.’ 


Marlborough—Third Lord’s day in October, and Friday evening and Saturday 
before, at 11 o'clock a. m., Elders L. B. Sherwood and S. H. Benjamin to attend. 


Mt. Pisgah—Third Lord's day in June, beginning on Friday before at 1 o’clock p. 
m., Eld. D. T. Poynter and the ministers of our Association to attend. 


Alum Creek—Second Lord’s day in November, and day before, at 10 o’clock a. 
m., Eld. G. W. Tulloss to attend. : 


Westfield—Fourth Lord’s day in May, and day before, at 2 o'clock p. m., Elders 
L. B. Sherwood and P. Powell and Bro. J. M. Struble to attend. 


Hartford—Second Lord’s day in October, and day before, at 10 o'clock, Elders G. 
N. Tussing, L. B. Sherwood and P. Powell to attend. 


Salem—Second Lord’s day in May, and day before, at 2 o'clock, Eld. L. E. 
Thomas to attend. | 
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CORRESPONDING LETTER. 


The Owl Creek Harmony Regular Baptist Assoctation tn Session with the Harmony 
Church, Morrow County, Ohio, to the Saveral Associations with Whom She Corres- 
ponds, Sends Brotherly Love and Christian Salutation: 


VERY DEAR BRETHREN: | 

Through the abundant mercy, long forbearance and fatherly care of our 
covenant-keeping God, we are highly favored with the biessed privilege of meeting 
again in this our Annual Association, and since we last met many of the dear chil- 
dren of God have been relieved from the trials, sorrows and afflictions incident to 
this life, and rest where the wicked cease from troubling; and while it has pleased 
God to spare our poor lives and thus so highly favor us with this blessed privilege of 
again meeting for the divine worship of our God, of hearing from the different 
churcees composing this Association, and receiving the friendly correspondence from 
our sister Associations, such great blessings bringjus under the deepest and most 
solemn obligation unto the Giver of every good and perfect gift. 

We desire a continuance of your friendly correspondence. 

Our minutes will inform you of the time and place of our next Association. 

We commend you to God and the word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up and give you an inheritance among all them that are sanctified. 

Dear brethren, let us strive for peace and the things that make for peace, whereby 
one may edify another; and may the God of ‘peace rule in us, guide, guard and 
protect us and keep us humble at the feet of our precious Saviour, that we may ever 
learn of Him and find rest to our poor soulsis our prayer, for Jesus’ sake, farewell. 

J. M. STRUBLE, A. S. SHOEMAKER, 

Clerk. Moderator. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER. 


To the Elders and Messengers from the Several Churches Composing the Owl Creek Association, in 
Session with a Sister Church Called Harmony, Located in Morrow County, Ohio: 


VERY DEAR BRETHREN: In preparing a circular to accompany your minutes, according to 
established usage, we present to your most careful and solemn consideration the wonderful 
character of God, Him whom we try to worship in humbleness of spirit, for surely there is no 
other name as dear to the household of faith as God, my Father—He that fills allimmensity 
of space, upnolding all things by the word of his power, who alone is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting (Hab. 2), infinitely wise, omnipotent in power, omnipresent in spirit, comprehending 
the end from the beginning, saying, ‘‘My counsel shall stand, and I willdo all iy pleasure, 
and none can stay my hand;” who alone hath life and immortality dwelling in the light, of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity (Hab. 1-18). He being the Crea- 
tor and rightful Lord and law-giver for the government of his creatures, and all are under the 
strongest obligations to fear, love and obey him; and more especially man, who was made in 
the image of God, and receiving a living soul by the breath of life being breathed into his nos- 
trils, was thus fully prepared for the dignified state assigned him by his Creator, who set him 
over all the other works, and crowned him with glory and put all things in subjection under 
him. God gaye man his seat of government in Eden under alaw as atest ot his obedience, 
with the penalty of death annexed for its transgression. Man did transgress and fell under 
the curse of the law, with all his race, which was created séminally in him, as we read by the 
disobedience of one man sin entered into the world and death by sin,so that death has passed 
upon all, for that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, so by the disobedience 
of one judgment came upon all to condemnation, with the wages of sin, which is death. Thus 
we see the obligaton of man to his God, his sin and fall, disgrace, lost and ruined condition. 
Nothing in all his realm can make an atonement for his sin or wash away his pollutions. 
There is no priest, no victim, and noaltar; no daysman of equai worth; no mediator to stand 
between him and God, possessing the legal relationship; but all is lost and the world of man- 
kind is wrapped in confusion, and the lastispark has died for a well grounded hope built upon 
sacrifices, burnt offerings, or offerings for sin; for should he take all creation or select the best 
parts as an offering, and add to this his best doings and offer them before the bar of justice, 
Stillallis lost. Man’s offence against his Creator’s law and the impossibility of salva- 
tion for the sinner from the relationship which he sustains to the law he has transgressed 
makes it impossible, and if salvation is found for the sinner, it must be found from some other 
consideration; therefore, the abounding mercy oi God is manifested in infinite wisdom by the 
word, which wasin thetbeginning, who was before all things, and by whom the world was 
made. The word was set up of old, or ere the world was, by whom God spake to Adam and to 
Abraham and the patriarchs and prophets, and was the image of the invisible God, the first 
born of every creature, and the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, 
and upholding all things by the word of his power, being made so much better than the an- 
gels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they,and when he bring- 
eth his first begotten into the world he sayeth, “Let all the angels of God worship him; this 
is the word which we have seen, and our hands have handled of the word of life. He wasin 
the world and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not; and the word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory as the only begotten of the Father, 
and for this word a body was prepared; for, says He, ‘“*A body hast thou prepared me, oh, God; 


and lo, I come inthe volume of the book that is written of me to do thy will, oh, God; to carry 


out and execute the will of the Father—not by taking hold upon the nature of angels, but the 
seed of Abraham; therefore, he is made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 
that He by the grace of God should taste death for eyery man; forit became Him by whom 
are all things in bringing inany sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation per- 
fect; hence he is God’s fellow, and hisright arm whom God has made strong, even the Son of 
Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator between God and man, our Advocate with the Fa- 
ther; and while he was really man, he was truly God, Immanuel, both natures being essential 
to His one person; therefore, he z0uld redeem all the heirs of promise in that will which isas 
immutable as God, who confirmed it by his oath; therefore, he assumed all the legal relations 
and responsibilities which all or any ofthe heirs could possibly bave had in their own per- 
son, In Him God chose the heirs of promise before the foundation of the world; predestinated 
them to tne adoption of children and gave them grace in Christ before the foundation of the 
world, according to His own eternal purpose, which he purposed in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
hence, in this Mediator we finda legal oneness to execute the Father’s will, and in so doing He 
obtained eternal! redemption for us, for by the one offering which He offered when He offered 
Himself, He hath forever perfected them that are sanctified. He came not to restore them 
back to what Adam lost, but to redeem them from all iniquity and give them eternal life, 
clothe them with the garments of Salvation, give them beauty for ashes, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness, wash them from all their polJlutions, create within them a clean 
heart and renew within them aright spirit, keep them by His own eternal power and finally 
raise them to an inheritance that is incorruptible end undefiled and that fadeth not away, re- 
served in heaven forthem. And this is all made sure to the heirs of promise by the Mediator 
of the everlasting covenant. For this cause he is made the Mediator of the New Testament, 
that by means of death for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first tes- 
tament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. Thus Adam’s 
sons and daughters who were embraced in God’s choice of grace, are all redeemed from all the 
transgressions under the first testament, and being so redeemed and brought trom un der the 
curse of the law, are legally cleansed from all sin, so they might be called by the Spirit add re- 
ceive the promise ot eternal inheritance, for I will call them imy people which were pot my 
people, and they are called from darkness to light and from the powers of Satan unto God, and 
those that arecalled are called of God by his spirit, for God is a spirit and those that are born 
of the spirit are born of God,and this spirit proceeds from the Father and Son,for it was given 
to the son without measure, and by it He was declared to be the son of God, thus making Him 
a quickening spirit, th’e second Adam, the Lord from heaven; a quickening spirit, for as the 
Father raiseth up the dead and quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. 
This quickening of a sinner is not only a very important work. but indespensible in the great 
plan of salvation, for without itwe would remain dead in trespasses and in sin and in every 
sense disqualified and incapable to enloy God or to receive any spiritual thihg; hence it fol- 
lows that a man must be born again or he cannot see the kingdom of heaven, much less enter 
into it, to the blessings and immunities therein realized, anu this quickening or new birth is 
the direct and exclusive work of God, the spirit, when and where He pleases; and this work He 
will perform in every heir of promise according to the promise which He made to Abraham, 
saying: ‘‘In thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed,’”’ not of seeds 


many but of one which is Christ ; and God having sent Hisson unto you to bless you in turn- 
ing every one of you away from his iniquities, and shedding His blood abroad in their hearts 
by the Holy Ghost,which is given them to a full triumphant victory over sin by faith which is 
Jesus Christ, which is the fruit of the spirit and the evidences ofa gracious state being made 
operative in every renewed mind; and the work that is wrought in them is by the spirit-of our 
God by whom they have been quickened or regenerated, as we read, for we all, with open face, 
beholding asin a glass darkly the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord, this change is the work of the Spirit. So we 


by the work ofthe Spirit as wrought in us are brought into spiritual oneness with Christ, — 


hence our fellowship is with one another and with the Father and His son Jesus Christ whose 
blood cleases us from all sin. Sustaining then such a glorious relationship to the Father and 
Son by the spirit, are we then enabled to worship God in spirit, speaking to ourselves in 
psalms an’ hymns and spiritual songs, making melody to the Lord, having grace in our 


hearts, looking forward to that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and | 


our Saviour Jesus Christ, who shall descend in the clouds of his glory, and every eye shall see 
Him, for He shall judge the kindreds of the earth, and shall divide them as a shepherd divides 
the sheep from the goats, saying to them on his right hand, ‘Come in, thou blessed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you trom the foundation of the world;” then will be 
sung the triumphant song, not unto us, but unto thy name be all the glory, for thou wast 
slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every nation, kindred, tongue and peo- 
ple, and hast made us kings and priests unto God. Wherefore, my beloved, the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night, in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth and the works therein shall be burn- 
ed up. Seeing then that all these-things shall be dissolved what manner of person ought we to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hastening unto the coming of the 
day of God?) Nevertheless we, according to_his promise, look for a new heaven and anew 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. Seeing ye look for such things, be diligent that ye 
may befound of him in peace, without spot and blameless, but grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; to him be glory, both now and forevermore, 
amen. ELD, A, 8S. SHOEMAKER, Moderator, 


; J. M STRUBLE, Clerk. 
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